
WHAT IS THE GROUP LIVING AMENDMENT? 

The Zoning Code governs every building in Denver and affects every neighborhood. 
  
In February 2020, just before the COVID lockdown, the 180-page Group Living Zoning 
Code Amendment (GLA) was introduced.  
  
As we struggled to keep our jobs, school our children, and manage our health, this 
massive amendment entered the legislative phase, grew to over 200 pages, and passed 
City Council in February 2021.  Public records show 88% opposition at that time. 
  
The GLA was marketed as “just a couple of extra roommates.”  It’s much more than 
that.  DETAILS MATTER. 
  
The GLA originated in the Mayor’s office and was sponsored by both at-large city 
councilpersons. The GLA committee was comprised of 40 service providers, who 
benefited from the ordinance, and 8 neighborhood representatives. 
  
Here are a few DETAILS: 
  

• It allows a 150% increase to occupants in any single-family home  
  

5 adults plus any minor children can occupy any single-family home. Our homes  
are not one-size-fits-all.  Why isn’t this number proportional to the size of the 
home? 

  
• It uses single-family homes to increase density 

  
Density = more congestion, trash, and parking issues. Why are we compromising 
the well-being of our neighborhoods? 

  
• It allows new 1–10-person  24/7 homeless shelters in all single-family 

neighborhoods with no buffer zones 
   

Shelters were previously sited in industrial and urban centers. Why are we 
injecting instability into our neighborhoods? 

  
• It increases halfway house locations by 492% to 19,000 acres throughout 

the city in mixed-use, multi-unit and commercial corridor zones, which can 
be adjacent to single-family homes 

  
Denver’s recidivism (re-offense) rate is 41%, which means 4 in 10 will likely re-
offend within 2 years. Shouldn’t improvements be made to rehabilitation 
programs first? 

 

• It removes historical 1,500-foot buffer zones between schools, residences, 
and halfway houses 

  
Where is the protection for Denver’s children? 

  

https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/community-planning-and-development/documents/zoning/text-amendments/legislative-history/adopted-amendments/denver_zoning_code_text_amendment8_strikethrough.pdf
https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/post/denver-neighbors-said-no-city-council-voted-yes
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DhybhecIjI90-YwmIr22v2fUv5PFOUie?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vjIAki-qvMF9deYUrLoj91IqyfgfXPG4/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103473065198727417173&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/post/fact-or-fiction-unlimited-cars-per-household
https://mailchi.mp/bea7fb0318bc/homeless-shelters-in-all-neighborhoods?e=e7c5f5aa4b
https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/community-corrections-halfway-houses
https://denverite.com/2019/08/26/do-denvers-halfway-houses-actually-rehabilitate-people/
https://mailchi.mp/ccf57da0ca77/misconceptions-buffer-zones-removed?e=e7c5f5aa4b


• It allows all family members to live together, inter-generationally 
   

The previous Zoning Code also allowed unlimited family members to live 
together, so a repeal will not affect families. 

  
• It commercializes single-family neighborhoods as service providers and 

investors buy single-family housing 
  

There are 134,000 single-family homes in Denver and the current owner-
occupant-to-investor rate is 50/50. 

  
• It redefines housing uses 

  
These uses require services as a condition of residency:  halfway houses and 
shelters; 
 

These uses do not require services:  transitional/supportive housing (e.g., 
transitioning from camp, shelter or halfway house), tiny homes, and sanctioned 
camps. 
 

All of these housing uses serve populations that need services to stabilize and be 
successful; 
 

Why are services only required for some and not others? 

  
• There is no increased budget for neighborhood inspection, fire, and police 

resources.   
 
Currently, there are about 19 inspectors for Denver’s 155 square miles. 

  

• The GLA Committee charter stated zoning does not and cannot affect 
housing affordability.  
 
This is a huge experiment with our neighborhoods and our lives and no 
guarantee of affordability. 

  
Similar policies were implemented in Portland, Seattle, and San Francisco. Do we want 
that for Denver? 

  
Denver neighbors should have a voice and a choice  

about housing in our neighborhoods. 

VOTE YES ON 2F  
 

 
 

SafeandSoundDenver.com 
Authorized by Safe and Sound Denver Issue Committee 

https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/map-of-single-family-homes
https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/post/sos-sites-coming-to-your-neighborhood
https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/post/sos-sites-coming-to-your-neighborhood
https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/post/explainer-homelessness-and-zoning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kv8RobtYE8A&t=3s
https://mailchi.mp/f24373dac665/city-code-enforcement-failure?e=e7c5f5aa4b
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FCJmpQ6DqrqslwxyN0ESmHb3PMZ8u-wB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FCJmpQ6DqrqslwxyN0ESmHb3PMZ8u-wB/view?usp=sharing
https://www.safeandsounddenver.com/

